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UNITED      STATES      FOST  OFFICE 

Mb 

Oct.  21at,  189Q. 

i'he  United  states  Flag  now  in  the  possesion  of  mt.  Earner 
r.-oore  was  purchased  Dy  ma ,  and  used  In  decorating  the 
Private  3ox  at  ; ;ords  theatre  the  ni^ht  that  President  Mncoln 
waa  killed. 

After  the  fall  of    ichmond,    pril  1805,  there  waa  an  illumi- 
nation in  the    City  of    ashin^ton.    My  father  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  alanehard  ^  :ohun,  Bookseller  and    tati  >ners 
of  this  city  sent  me  to  purchase  a  flag  to  use  in  decorating 

the  front  of  the  store,  on  that  occasion,    i'he  only  one  that  I 
could  find  was  an  old  one,  that  bed  an  extra  ^tar 
sewed  in  the  blue  field,  for  the  last  state  that  waa  admitted 
to  the  union,  soraetlme  before  1365.    John  Vadiax  the  property 
taaii,  at    ords  -heat re,  saw  the  flag  on  the  ni;*ht  of 
tae  illumination  in  front  cf  the  store,  and  a3ked  me  to 
loan  it  to  him  to  decorate  the  crivate    ox  at  the  theatre 
on  i ho  nl<,ht  that  /resident  line oln  was  killed    pril  14,  1366. 
fter  the  Jovorn&ent  took    possesion  Of  the  theatre,  i  claimed 
the  flat:,  iall  the  balance  of  the  flags  Mlf  claimed  by  the 
Treasury  *  apartment, }    KttjflU  .  ot  my  flag  for  me,  and 
helped  me  to  get  it  past  the  crowd  which  was 
standing  around  the  doors,, for  oome  days  aftur  the  asslnnetion 
I  was  in  the  thoatre  the  nirht  that  the  President  was 
was  shot,  but  did  not  stay  until  that  said  event  occurred 


I  saw  the  flag  on  the  box,  aid  recognised  by  the  peoular 
extra  star,  it  was  on  one  of  the  uprights  of  the  jox 
John  Maddox  died  before  I  could  see  him  to  get 
a  statement  from  hi  a  es  to  borrowing  the  flrv,  and 
placing  it  on  the  box,  but  the  forgoing  .<,u<t.: -;nt ,  i&  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 

i^ii-ned)      ...  B    j;  su.il 

..ashing  ton    •■  c 

iAJiHt;GT,;R,  J.C. 
april  10,  1664. 

xc  all  .Hui:  lr  a/jr  ^.wu® 

This  \&11  certify  that  Janes    .  .Moore 
has  been  o  '  ;e^u-.:»: r  attached  to   U*j    .uprose  *ourt  or  in© 
united  states  for    several  years. 

>e  have  always  found  him  faithful,  ~lligent, 
and  obliging-     He  Is  intelligent,  of  good  morals  C  habits. 
•  commend  him  to  the  eonfidenoe  of  the  public  - 

wished)  ;-Y,  vhiof  Justice 

(signed  by  all  of  ti*»  Associate  Justice*  of  the  Aipre  uo  Jourt 
of  the  .nited  I  tates; 


FLAG  THAT  TRAPPED  LINCOLN'S 
SLAYER  HANGS  IN  THE  TREASURY 


I 


>'//  ZD 


Booth's/Spur  Caught  in  Fringe  of  Ensign,  Causing  Him  to  Fall 
and  Break  His  Ankle  When  He  Jumped  From 
Theatre  Box  to  Stage. 


By  H.  H.  KOHLSAAT. 

THE  flag  that  draped  the  box  in 
Ford's  Theatre  the  night  of  Lin- 
coln's assassination,  April  14,  1865, 
Was  purchased  and  presented  by  the 
Women  clerks  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  an  association  called  the  "Treas- 
ury Guards,"  consisting  of  employes  or- 
ganized for  the  defense  of  "Washington 
during  the  "War  of  1801.  Similar  organi- 
zations were  formed  in  the  other  Execu- 
tive Departments.  The  flag  was  lent  to 
Ford's  Theatre  to  decorate  the  box  occu- 
pied by  President  Lincoln. 

The  tear  In  the  flag  was  caused  by 
Wear  and  not  by  the  spur  of  John  Wilkes 
Booth.  His  spur  caught  In  the  fringe, 
causing  him  to  fall  and  break  his  ankle. 
The  morning  after  Lincoln  was  assas- 
sinated the  flag  was  returned  to  the 
Ttea^virv  and  placed  in  the  Secretary's 
office,  then  on  the  eaet  side  of  the  build- 
ing, the  room  President  Johnson  occu- 
pied for  a  few  days  before  entering  the 
White  House.  Later  the  flag,  for  some 
reason  unknown,  was  removed  to  the 
machinist's  room  in  the  basement. 

In  1871  Captain  H.  A.  Cobaugh,  then 
Captain  of  the  "Watch,  put  it  on  a  pole 
and  placed  it  in  his  office,  where  it  hung 
until  President  Cleveland's  election, 
when  the  Captain  of  the  "Watch  asked 
permission  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Folger  to  have  a  case  made  for  the 
flag,  which  was  approved.  It  was  re- 
moved from  the  pole  and  locked  in  the 
case,  and  now  hangs  in  the  hall  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  Treasury  Building, 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  entrance,  opposite 
Rlggs's  Bank. 

Several  weeks  after  Lincoln's  assassi- 
nation the  management  of  Ford's  xiiea.- 
tre  announced  the  reopening,  with  the 
play  "The  Octoroon."  "When  Secretary 
of  "War  Stanton  learned  of  it  he  gave 
orders  to  "close  the  theatre  forever." 
Later  the  Government  purchased  the 
property  and  altered  the  Interior.  It 
was  used  by  the  Record  and  Pension 
Department  of  the  "War  Department. 

Edwin  Booth  died  on  June  0,  1803;  the 
day  of  his  funeral  in  Boston,  Ford's 
Theatre  collapsed,  killing  twenty-two 
Government  employes  and  injuring  sixty- 
eight. 

Henry  D.  Estabrook  of  Nebraska,  who 
died  a  few  years  ago  In  New  York,  de- 
livered an  eloquent  address,  Washing- 
ton's Birthday,  Feb.  22,  1893,  at  a  din- 
ner of  the  Union  League  Club,  Chicago. 
In  referring  to  the  flag  that  decorated 
the  President's  box  the  night  Booth 
assassinated  Lincoln,  he  said : 

"The  box  which  the  Presidential  party 
was  to  occupy  had  been  appropriately 
draped  with  the  Union  Flag,  so  arranged 
as  to  frame  the  portrait  of  George 
"Washington,  whose  serene  and  august 
face  smiled  from  out  Its  ample  folds  as 
from  an  aureole  of  glory.  WTien  the 
President  and  his  guests  entered  the 
whole  audience  rose  to  greet  him.  It 
was  a  shout  of  jubilee,  of  gratitude,  of 
love,  of  devotion. 

"Midway  of  the  performance  and 
•hortly  after  10  o'clock  a  young  man 
came  down  the  outer  aisle  and  presented 
his  card  to  the  President's  messenger. 
Before  the  messenger  could  fairly  glance 


at  the  card  the  young  man  had  pushed 
past  him  and  entered  the  narrow  pas- 
sage Immediately  behind  the  box  in 
which  the  President  was  seated.  The 
door  to  this  passage  was  not  locked,  for 
the  lock  had  only  that  day  been  removed 
to  permit  such  a  contingency. 

"The  young  man,  however,  fastened 
the  door  behind  him  with  a  wooden 
brace,  which  he  had  previously  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose.  He  next  went 
to  the  door  opening  Into  the  box  and 
peered  at  the  occupants  through  a  gim- 
let hole,  also  previously  made  for  the 
purpose.  In  a  minute  the  door  was 
opened,  there  was  a  sharp  detonation,  a 
moment's  dread  paralysis,  a  wild  com- 
motion, a  clutch  at  the  fleeing  assassin, 
a  fierce  Imprecation,  and  a  savage  slash 
of  a  knife  aa  he  freed  himself  from  the 
detaining  grasp;  his  leap  to  the  stage, 
his  mock  heroics,  his  rehearsed  mag- 
niloquence, his  Chauvinistic  bravado, 
and  the  startled,  bewildered  c.ry,  'The 
President  Is  murdered  !'  Holy  God,  how 
couldst  Thou  suffer  it?  He,  so  loving,  so 
gentle,  patient,  brave,  true;  so  slow  to 
anger,  so  eager  to  forgive  ! 

"Throughout  our  national  eclipse,  his 
great  heart  was  stayed  on  Thee.  His 
sole  purpose  was  to  fulfill  Thy  will. 
Only  a  little  while  before  he  had  said 
to  the  people  of  the  South  'we  are  not 
enemies,  but  friends,  we  must  not  be 
enemies,  though  passion  may  have 
strained,  it  must  not  break  our  bonds  of 
affection.' 

""Was  this  the  language  of  a  tyrant, 
the  fiat  of  a  conqueror?  History  has  no 
parallel  to  this  sublime  un-asked  for 
condonation,  save  when  on  Calvary  that 
divine  whisper  faltered  through '  the 
darkness :  'Father  forgive  them,  they 
know  not  what  they  do.' 

"But  what  of  the  assassin!  Mani- 
acally bold  as  now  seems  the  murder,  the 
chances  of  capture  had  been  weighed  by 
the  murderer  and  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
His  route  to  the  South  had  been  chosen 
and  carefully  studied.  His  confederates 
were  numerous  and  discreet.  His  finan- 
ces were  ample,  his  equipment  complete. 

"As  for  his  leap  from  the  proscenium 
box,  that  was  a  matter  so  Insignificant 
as  scarcely  to  have  entered  into  his 
calculation;  for  the  i  assassin  was  a 
trained  athlete,  exulting  in  his  prowess. 

"In  his  histrionic  career,  he  had  often 
sprung  upon  that  very  stage  from  twice 
the  height,  simply  to  startle  the  audi- 
ence into  applause,  and  yet  we  are  told 
that  except  for  the  accident  of  his  foot 
catching  in  the  flag,  a  strip  from  which 
was  thus  torn  out  and  fluttered  at  his 
heels  as  he  dragged  his  broken  limb 
across  the  stage,  his  escape  would  have 
been  Inevitable. 

"But  why  call  it  an  accident?  It  was 
no  accident.  In  the  absence  of  inter- 
vention, the  flag  itself  became  an  actor. 
It  reached  forth  and  grapplBd  with  the 
assassin.  It  clave  to  him  like  the  bloody 
garment  of  the  old  mythology.  It 
shrieked  and  was  rent  In  twain— but 
clung, -clung,  clung,  writhing  about  and 
binding  him  like  a  python  in  It's  coils. 
The  Flag  was  the  captor!  The  Flag 
was  its  country's  nemesis!" 
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Old  Glory  -or  more? 

Flushing  family  believes  flag  was  there  when  president  slain 

FLUSHING  TOWNSHIP 

THE  FLINT  JOURNAL  FIRST  EDITION 

Thursday,  December  29,  2005 
By  Beata  Mostafavi 

bmostafavi@flintjournal.com  •  810.766.6210 

FLUSHING  -  The  story  of  the  flag  in  the  basement  became  a  family  legend  in  the 
Richardson  household. 

As  a  little  girl,  Merrie  Richardson,  now  Raab,  would  take  the  treasure  to  show  and 
tell,  proud  to  share  the  secret  of  the  tattered  flag  with  the  38  stars  and 
Washington,  D.C.,  stamp. 

The  1865  flag  she  held  in  her  hands,  Raab  told  her  wide-eyed  classmates,  was 
there  when  President  Abraham  Lincoln  was  shot. 

And  that  rusty-hued  spot  -  that  was  his  blood. 

"I  grew  up  hearing  that,"  said  Raab,  45,  a  part-time  employee  at  Bueche's  Food 
World.  "As  far  as  I  knew,  it  was  the  truth." 

Although  the  legend  and  flag  were  passed  down  through  generations,  the  tale  was 
never  quite  confirmed. 

Now  Raab  and  her  sister,  Gay  Lynn  Kinter,  are  beginning  the  quest  to  find  out  if 
the  family  legend  is  just  lore  or  fact  -  possibly  leading  to  the  end  of  a  century-old 
tale. 

But  if  it's  true,  Raab  said,  "We  could  do  something  with  it  and  have  it  be  where  it 
could  be  appreciated,  versus  just  tucked  away  where  no  one  can  see  it." 

Lincoln  scholars  are  skeptical,  citing  numerous  flags  that  have  cropped  up  with 
similar  stories. 

Still,  Raab  and  her  family  are  curious  to  know  if  one  of  the  flags  with  Lincoln  when 
he  was  shot  could  have  ended  up  in  Flushing. 

"Wouldn't  that  be  something?"  Joy  Rene  Richardson,  the  sisters'  mother,  said  with 
a  laugh. 

Richardson,  80,  of  Flushing  said  the  flag  was  passed  down  from  her  grandmother 
to  her  mother  to  her. 

She  said  she  was  told  someone  in  the  family  named  Leineke  -  her  grandmother's 
maiden  name  -  was  in  the  military  and  was  at  Ford's  Theatre  the  night  of  the 
assassination. 


QUICK  TAKE 


Flags  at  the 
assassination 

Ford's  Theatre 
borrowed  flags  to 
decorate  the 
presidential  box. 

•  The  number  of 
flags  used  the  night 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
assassination  and 
their  sources  have 
long  been  a  source  of 
controversy. 
Historians  believe 
five  flags  most  likely 
decorated  the  box 
the  night  Lincoln  was 
shot:  four  American 
flags  and  a  Treasury 
Guard  regimental 
flag. 

•  The  blue 
regimental  flag  is 
believed  to  be 
displayed  at  Ford's 
Theatre.  Evidence 
suggests  that  one  of 
the  U.S.  flags  is  at 
the  Pike  County 
Historical  Society  in 
Milford,  Penn.,  and 
another  is  at  the 
Connecticut 
Historical  Society  in 
Hartford. 

•  The  other  two 
American  flags  have 
not  been  accounted 
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One  story  says  the  man  was  an  aide  to  Lincoln,  although  experts  say  the  chances 
of  that  being  true  are  very  slim. 


for. 


In  the  midst  of  the  chaos  after  John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  Lincoln,  the  story  goes, 
Leineke  got  close  enough  to  pluck  the  flag,  which  decorated  the  presidential  box. 


Source:  The 
Connecticut 
Historical  Society 


"That's  what  I  always  heard,"  Richardson  said. 

But  Dr.  Edward  Steers  Jr.,  author  of  "Blood  on  the  Moon:  The  Assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln"  and  an 
authority  on  Lincoln's  assassination,  said  stories  like  the  Richardsons'  are  common. 

Of  the  five  flags  known  to  have  been  in  the  presidential  box  with  Lincoln  -  four  of  which  were  American  flags 
-  three  are  believed  to  have  been  found. 

The  flag  believed  to  have  been  in  Lincoln's  hands  when  he  was  shot  has  been  identified  in  Connecticut. 
Another  flag  found  in  Pennsylvania  meets  all  the  criteria  to  have  been  in  the  presidential  box  the  night 
Lincoln  was  shot. 

The  blue  regimental  flag  that  was  in  the  box  also  was  found  and  is  displayed  at  Ford's  Theatre,  leaving  the 
whereabouts  of  two  U.S.  flags  unknown. 

"Of  course,  it's  possible  because  not  all  the  flags  were  accounted  for,"  Steers  said  from  his  West  Virginia 
home.  "But  in  99.9  percent  of  these  types  of  cases,  they  rule  out  the  object  for  purely  objective,  scientific 
reasons." 

The  process  of  authenticating  a  flag  is  a  long  one,  he  said.  After  examining  the  flag's  pattern  and  testing  the 
dye,  experts  can  determine  if  it's  truly  from  1865. 

The  dark,  brick-colored  stain  on  the  material  also  can  be  tested  to  determine  if  it's  human  blood. 

But  Steers  said  Lincoln  bled  very  little  from  the  gunshot  wound  to  his  head,  so  it's  unlikely  his  blood  would 
be  on  any  of  the  missing  flags.  Henry  Rathbone,  however,  who  was  also  in  the  box,  was  stabbed  in  the  arm 
and  bled  profusely. 

But  one  of  the  hardest  parts  to  prove,  Steers  said,  is  the  flag's  provenance  -  verifying  who  originally  took 
possession  of  it  and  every  person  it  was  passed  down  to  through  the  years. 

Raab  and  Kinter  are  embarking  on  that  journey.  They  have  started  making  calls  to  Lincoln  experts  to  help 
them  learn  more  about  the  flag,  which  they've  stored  in  a  safe  deposit  box. 

"It's  kind  of  neat  just  to  have  something  of  that  age,"  said  Kinter,  51 ,  a  soil  scientist.  "(The  story)  is  just 
something  we've  heard.  It  will  be  interesting  to  find  out." 

The  two  always  had  wanted  do  more  research  on  the  flag  but  recently  were  inspired  after  showing  the  item 
to  Mike  Gaylord,  host  of  the  radio  show  "Everything  Classic"  on  local  WFNT-AM  (1470). 

Gaylord  held  an  antique  and  collectible  appraisal  fair  at  Bueche's  Food  World  this  month,  and  the  sisters 
took  the  flag  to  be  appraised. 

Gaylord  said  the  flag  looks  authentic  for  its  time,  but  the  family  needs  to  do  more  research.  If  it  is  proven  the 
flag  was  in  the  theater  box  with  Lincoln,  it  could  be  worth  millions,  he  said. 

"It's  a  goosebump  kind  of  story,"  he  said. 

But  it's  a  story  that's  going  to  be  tough  to  prove,  Steers  said. 

"I've  been  down  this  road  so  many  times,"  he  said.  "Every  now  and  then,  one  of  them  is  true,  but  that  is  an 
extremely  rare  event." 


*** 
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